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An anti-idling by-law for the City of Greater Sudbury
The Coalition for a Liveable Sudbury respectfully requests that an effective anti-idling by-law be enacted in the City of Greater Sudbury, and that this by-law be supported by appropriate education and enforcement.   Doing so would fulfill one of the Local Action Plan’s stated actions to “enact and enforce an anti-idling by-law”.  Benefits include improved air quality, reduced carbon emissions, and reduced fuel costs for drivers.  With a previous anti-idling public education campaign, and an idling control policy for municipal employees and contractors, the City of Greater Sudbury has laid a good base for reducing idling in our community.  An anti-idling by-law is the next logical step.  It is a step many Ontario municipalities have taken, and for which there is substantial support and resources from Natural Resources Canada.

Benefits of reducing idling
Reducing idling improves air quality, often in key areas such as school pick-up zones and daycares.  It also reduces carbon emissions:  ~2.3 kg of carbon dioxide is generated for every litre of gasoline.  Natural Resources Canada states that “if Canadian motorists avoided idling for just three minutes every day of the year, CO2 emissions could be reduced by 1.4 million tonnes annually. This would be equal to saving 630 million litres of fuel and equivalent to taking 320,000 cars off of the road for the entire year.”  Eliminating unnecessary idling is an easy action that Canadians can take to reduce emissions.  It also saves them money at the pump.
Anti-idling action in Ontario
More than 20 Ontario municipalities have stand-alone idling control by-laws, or anti-idling provisions in other by-laws.  These include Pickering, Huntsville, London, Stratford, and Toronto.  

Anti-idling actions in the City of Greater Sudbury
In 2002, led by EarthCare, the City of Greater Sudbury held an anti-idling campaign.  Surveys revealed that a very high percentage (close to 90%) of Sudburians believe that turning off their engines is the “right thing to do”.  Using community based marketing, this campaign was able to significantly reduce idling at test sites.  In 2008, the City announced an idling control policy for municipal employees and contractors.  These are the first two components of a comprehensivce by-law policy.  The third, and final component is an anti-idling by-law.  Enacting such a by-law is the logical next step, consistent with the transportation section of EarthCare’s Local Action Plan which has as one of its stated actions that “The City of Greater Sudbury will enact and enforce an idling by-law”.
An anti-idling by-law for the City of Greater Sudbury
An anti-idling by-law for the City of Greater Sudbury should be prepared and enacted.  There are many examples of existing by-laws in comparable communities.  These are conveniently summarized by Natural Resources Canada, who also provide a model by-law.  The by-law should have regard to the best practices identified by Natural Resources Canada, including their discussion of how to avoid weaknesses discovered in other communities (such as listing too many exceptions).  EarthCare Sudbury should also be consulted in drafting this by-law.

A public education campaign leading up to, and accompanying the by-law is important in a comprehensive anti-idling campaign.  Promotion and education on the impacts of idling have been shown to increase the number of people who turn off their engine.  This result has already been experienced in the City of Greater Sudbury during the 2002 anti-idling campaign, which could be used as a model.  Natural Resources Canada has many free resources for public education and signage.  It is important to note that experience from case studies has shown that a by-law is a useful education tool in itself.

There are several ways in which municipalities can choose to enforce the by-law:  complaints-based enforcement; enforcement blitzes; and/or on-going enforcement.  A lead up period that emphasizes education of idlers rather than punishment is often useful.  Again, the by-law becomes part of increased public awareness.

Conclusion’
The residents of the City of Greater Sudbury would benefit from a reduction in idling, that would improve air quality, and reduce carbon emissions.  The City has built the groundwork with a public education campaign, and an internal idling control policy.  An anti-idling by-law is the next logical step, and is one of the actions stated in EarthCare’s Local Action Plan.  The Coalition for a Liveable Sudbury respectfully requests that an effective anti-idling by-law be enacted in the City of Greater Sudbury, supported by appropriate education and enforcement.
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